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sought-after speaker, trainer and consultant
specializing in identity theft protection, detec-
tion and restoration. Prior to her work with
Marcone Investigations she worked for some
of the top investment and insurance compa-
nies in the country. She is also an accom-
plished author, penning Your Public Identity;
Because Nothing is Private Anymore.

On top of all this, Ms. Kerskie is the founder
of the Association of Certified Identity Theft In-
vestigators, and created the Certified Identity
Theft Investigator Program. She developed
this program after her years of experience
working with identity theft victims had given
her ample knowledge to develop procedures
that greatly reduce the restoration process of
these victims, saving them time and money.

Ms. Kerskie’s expertise in the identity theft
field has made her a featured guest on NBC
News, ABC News, and Fox News. She has
also written articles, and been highlighted, in
Gulfshore Business, Southwest Florida Busi-
ness Today, Pl Magazine, and Adverse Wit-
ness. Her tireless efforts have also garnered
her recognition, being given the 2010 Amer-
ican Business Women’s Associations Neapoli-
tan Chapter “Woman of the Year” award, the
Harvey R. Morse Founder's Award given for
outstanding service to the Florida Association
of Private Investigators and the private inves-
tigation industry, and in 2009 was selected as
one of Gulfshore Business’ “Top 40 Under
40”.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Carrie Kerskie for her continued service to
South Florida and | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing this remarkable individual.

PASSAGE OF H.R. 4278

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that | inadvertently voted “no” on
H.R. 4278, the Ukraine Support Act. As such,
my intention was to vote “yes.” My “no” vote
was made in error.

The United States has always stood for de-
mocracy, the rule of law and freedom. Passing
actions such as H.R. 4278 sends a clear mes-
sage to the rest of the world that we will not
sit idly by and let Russian aggression go un-
checked.

| support Ukraine’s sovereignty during this
turbulent time and sanction those who have
sought to undermine its independence and
stability. | support H.R. 4278.

HONORING ROBERT C. PENNY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Robert C. Penny upon
his retirement as the Veterans Service Officer
for Lake County, California, after nearly twenty
years working in the Lake County Veterans
Service Office. | thank Mr. Penny for his years
of dedicated service to Lake County’s vet-
erans as well as their dependents and sur-
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vivors. His commitment to advocating on be-
half of our nation’s veterans is both admirable
and deserving of recognition.

A veteran himself, Mr. Penny served in the
U.S. Navy between July, 1966, and January,
1969, before being disability retired due to in-
juries he sustained in combat while serving on
a River Patrol Boat in Vietnam. For his serv-
ice, Mr. Penny was awarded the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service
Medal with Two Bronze Stars, the Presidential
Unit Commendation Ribbon, the Republic of
Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry
Cross Medal Color with Palm), the Combat
Action Ribbon as well as a Purple Heart.

Mr. Penny’s career with the Lake County
Veterans Service Office began in September
of 1994, when he was brought in as an office
assistant. While working in the office, Mr.
Penny pursued a Bachelor's Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Dominican Univer-
sity, which he received in 1997. It was then
that Mr. Penny began to work full time in the
Lake County Veterans Service Office, first as
a Veterans Service Representative, and later
as a Veterans Service Representative Il, As-
sistant California Veterans Service Officer for
Lake County and finally, as the Veterans Serv-
ice Officer. His colleagues remember him as
being not only extremely efficient, profes-
sional, and hard-working, but also as being
unfailingly friendly and cheerful.

Outside of his official duties, Mr. Penny
never ceased to serve the veteran community.
He is the co-host of a bi-monthly radio show
that aims to inform veterans about the benefits
they are eligible to receive and to discuss vet-
erans’ issues. Mr. Penny also serves as the
elected Commander for Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 2015 and the Educational Com-
mittee Chair for the California Association of
County Veterans Service Officers. A tireless
public servant, Robert Penny has volunteered
extensively with his community’s youth,
through both the Boy Scouts and Sea Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank Mr. Penny for his in-
valuable service to Lake County’s veterans,
their dependents, and survivors. Robert Pen-
ny’s unyielding dedication to advocating on
behalf of our veterans is greatly appreciated
by the entire Lake County community and we
wish him a most enjoyable retirement.

TRIBUTE TO CELES KING IV

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life of Celes King 1V, who passed
away in San Diego.

Celes King was an independent and stead-
fast man of great fortitude. He was the first
son of the prolific Civil Rights leader and suc-
cessful bail bondsman Celes King Ill, from
whom he drew much inspiration. However,
rather than merely live in the shadow of his fa-
ther, his entrepreneurial spirit drove him
around the country to start and operate busi-
nesses.

Upon his parents’ passing, Celes returned
to Los Angeles and passionately carried on
his father’'s great work. Despite losing a leg to
diabetes, Celes drove his car to Sacramento
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every week during the state capitol's legisla-
tive sessions to advocate for the advancement
for his hometown. His leadership abilities then
led him to become the President and CEO of
the King Central Development Foundation,
and the Phoenix Alliance.

In 2003 he was appointed to Congress of
Racial Equality of California, the organization
his father started nearly forty years ago. Celes
served there until his passing. It was an honor
to have a significant Civil Rights leader like
Celes King IV living in the City of Angels. His
legacy lives on and continues to inspire.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members of the
house, join me in a moment of silence to com-
memorate the life of Celes King IV.

——

HONORING MS. MARIA CORINA
MACHADO

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Maria Corina Machado, an outstanding
individual and someone who has been an in-
spiration to the global community, and Ven-
ezuelans everywhere.

Ms. Machado was born on October 7th,
1967 in Caracas. She earned a B.S. in Indus-
trial Engineering from Universidad Catolica
Andres Bello, where she graduated first in her
class. She obtained her post-graduate degree
in Finance from the Instituto de Estudios
Superiores de Administracion. In 2009 she
was invited to attend the Yale World Fellows
public policy and leadership program in Con-
necticut. She was a professor of Human Re-
sources Management at the Industrial Engi-
neering Department of her alma mater and in
2005 received the Meritorious Achievement
Award from the Ballenger Foundation.

Ms. Machado is currently a member of the
National Assembly of Venezuela for the state
of Miranda. She leads the Independent Par-
liamentary Faction and sits on the Interior Pol-
icy Committee. During her tenure as a Mem-
ber of Parliament, she has been a firm critic
of the Hugo Chavez-Nicolas Maduro regime
and is a founding member of the opposition
political movement, VENTE. She also co-
founded SUMATE, Venezuela’s leading watch-
dog for electoral transparency and civil rights.
For her role in guiding SUMATE, she has
been accused by the Chavez-Maduro govern-
ment of conspiracy and treason, and was for-
bidden from leaving the country without judi-
cial authorization for several years. In addition,
Ms. Machado ran as an independent can-
didate in the 2012 Presidential Primaries and
was subsequently named Chairwoman of Na-
tional Movements for the campaign.

Most recently, Ms. Machado spoke at the
Organization of American States detailing a
firsthand account of the Venezuelan unrest.
For this action she lost her seat in the legisla-
ture and is no longer immune from prosecu-
tion for her alleged role fomenting violence in
anti-government protests.

Qutside of her professional career, Ms.
Machado was the co-founder of Funacion
Atenea, a center for the care and rehabilitation
of orphaned and at-risk youths. It was the first
non-profit organization in Venezuela to employ
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